
nv niClIAH» SPILLAGE.
It Is not to he supposed that condl-

useato ho when Diamond Jim made
ills rounds und sent in half of a $100-
bill to an ofllclal.ue desired to sell
stuff 16, and asked the* messenger to
toil him.that the other half was out-)
«idr> and wanted to see him. They are
netting better every year. There Is
not the looseness, the graft, the fav¬
oritism, that once prevailed. The sit¬
uation to-day is far from ideal. May¬
be it will be. improved greatly when
the recommendations of the Interstate
Commerce Commission are followed,
especially hi regard to the purchase
>f material.
In the Machinery Club and down in

Liberty Street, where the salesmen of
the great supply houses gather, aomc
queer stories arc told of how bl?r
ardors were obtained and how thc_fato
of this house or that one depended oil
one single act There Is the case of
the Norton Injector. Norton is not
the name, but it. Is hear enough to
serve tho purpose In this instance. By
quickness of wit. by hazarding all to
turn the tables on those who planned
to surprise and discomfit him. Norton
won the regard of a lot of men with'
out whose "nod will he mlKht ncvei
have achieved fortune and a com¬
manding position in his partlculat
(letd. it Is not a highly woven tale that
is woven around him, but 11 is tru«-
und human nature does not change
even If conditions do.

Perhaps no one who went to a con¬
vention of master mechanics held In
the Continental Hotel in Philadelphia
had less reason than Norton to believe
it was to mark the turning point In his
career. He had an Injector to show
to the delegates, and like all the other
men who had wares to display, he
reute«] u room In tho hotel and ar¬
ranged to enter tu In In the customary
manner every man he could induce to
Inspect his stock. The Injector plays
a small but important part In the
make-up of a locomotive In the boil¬
er the steam Is made, and from the
boiler the steam.goes out to turn the
powerfid machinery At. iVegular In-
terynlti 'be Mater supply in the boil¬
er must be replenished. The cold water
Is drawn from the tender by a Kerles
of pifies and gradually heated, am'
when the sauge .shows that the wate»
tvlthln t'ur l.oiler ts below a properlevel the Injector <r'tn<:- into piny. It
drives hot 'm water Into tlie boller \f
take the place of that which hiis been
t ransformcd into steam. In some
cases it werkr. automatically; m other,
by hand if an Injector i-hould fail, a
locomotive would be helpless. To shoot
water <>f a proper temperature and

f the required amount Into the boil-
er at the proper time js the province
"f the Injector. To inject too much
would be to low. r the steam prcrv-ur*
unduly. To Inject too little would h*»
to risk an ovpbcclon.
Norton's Injector was a good one

but he had not been successful |r
getting railroads to adopt it Former
ly the master mechanics had more to
:...>¦ about i).,- style Injector a locomo¬
tive should use than they have to-dayMost of th.- master mechanics had i.een
llr-men and engineers and had their

railroad world are as they

own Pitr-lcF. Kb! infrequently thrdr,
suggestions as to the kind of injector
;l locomotive should have depended or.
the impression the agent or salesman
of the Injector made upon them.
To Norton that convention was a

wedso to obtain business if he sue
eeeded in winning the good will of a
f&lr number of delegates it meant a
fair measure of prosperity. If ho
failed It would mean a long Ktruggle,
The majority of men pro to conven¬tions more for pleasure than for busi¬

ness. Master mechanics are no ex¬
ception ,f» {he rule. To them a '.on
ventlou Is more of a frolic or a Va-
cation than a serious gathering. They
meet old friends, make new acquaint¬
ances and try to forget th* elangoi
of the shop and the turmoil of thr
roundhouse. Perfunctorily they listen
to heavy addresses by more or lesh
able members of the organization and
promptly foriret most of what has been
Said by the .-poakcri:.

Norton, knowing his mm. laid his'

plain.1' to pain their attention. Ho was]
not rich and the Injector in itself was
not chough to attract them, btit he
determined to do well whatever lie
did. Before the convention he had
an earnest talk with th<- hotel peoplelie paid :.. good doul of attention to
tlio selection of the room in which ho
was to display ills machine. Many
a cood display has Rono unseen he-

j cause It was a bit out of the wax-. Butj Norton way far more solicitous about
I the, quality of cigars, the grades of
llquor an-! win<"s iind the k Iridis of
foodstuffs he was to have in his room
titan lie was about anything else, a
sandwich Is a sandwich the world
over, but. to b man from the F"ar West
who rarely sees an oyster except one
of ihr cove variety that comes from a.
ran. an oyster pattie served exqui¬
sitely Is something to romembet.
Home men.many of them, in fact.
do not know rye whiskey from hour- I
loin, and master mechanics arc- not I
supposed to have the most delicate of jjudgments in matters of this sort, but
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there arc some appreciative palate? in
all bodies of men. There are eigari-
(hat delight the senses and make the
smoker look upon the giver with
grateful ryes, but they cost money and
they burn as fast almost as the cheap
r. There are champagnes that

mellow the mind and have a bouquet
of their own.

With as much rare as if he was to
have for guests the most discriminat¬
ing ami critical of people, Norton so-
lected Iiis stock of goods, and then
wlien the delegates assembled, he went
among them. He was one of many
Who were seeking to entertain them
and win a little of their attention. Oc¬
casionally he got one to aocopi his hos¬
pitality.

"

That, one was likely to re¬
member It onouKh to mention it to an¬other,! A? the convention dragged
alonj no had, a decided increase In the
number of his callers. The visitors
w..ro not- Blow to realize that tho sniff
put before them was unusually good.

But all this did not brine business,
if Norton directed the attention of one
of his callers to the Injector, or if the
caller f'.H In duty bound to Inspect tho
display, it did not result in anything;further than a promise to consider the
machine when any wore required. The
line cigars, the choice Champagne, the
delicious snacks oil the sideboard were,
far more attractive to tho men than jany old injector that .vor was made.!
They could see injectors any day injihr week. Ti ny had been handling I
them, it seemed, all their lives, hut they
nevi i- had hern, up ngninst such good
free eating and drinking and smoking
before, and theo wore much too prac¬
tical to waste any more valuable time,
on common machinery than politeness |to the host necessitated.
There is a delight in entertainingthose who are appreciative. The men

who accepted Norton's invitation cer¬
tainly were appreciative, if the waythey waded into Ills supplies was anycriterion. But when expensive enter¬taining is provided to attract business,
and there Is no business forthcoming,it is likely to become a trifle irksome
to the man who is paying the bill.
Norton saw his money going and theconvention drawing to a close, andperhaps he" felt ti hit sorry for himself,Then, suddenly, a situation developedthat put him on his mettle. One of the

delegates, who had enjoyed his cigarsand his liquors to the fullest, came tohim to warn him of what a lot of the
men planned to do to have sport with
him.
"Some one said you were putting tipthe best stuff of any of the supply menhere," he said. "and told what hethought you had spent for cigars, for

champagne and for whiskey. Otherschimed In and said they never had
anything to equal It. Then some one
proposed that, just as soon as the con¬
vention adjourned the whole gang"would swoop down on you ami eat anddrink ami smoke you out of house andhome. You know how the boys are.They think It is a big Joke. Whenthey've cleaned up everything you'vegot they'll guy the life out of you. I'm
sorry for you, old man, but they're,passing the word, and' I guess you'rein for it "

Norton realized in an instant whatall this portended. If that wild bunchof railroaders succeeded in makinghim ridiculous ho would be remembered[for nil time by then as tho man theymade I he butt of their joke. To solici tbusiness from them thereafter would heto revive the memory of how they hadmade sport of him. He did not havemuch capital, but ho determined torisk it all if necessary then and there.Thanking the man who had broughtthe news to him. he hurriedly madepreparations for the conspirators. Hewent to the hotel people and ordered so
many baskets of champagne that heastonished the manager. Then hopurchased all the tine cigars that wereobtainable in the neighborhood. Thechef got orders to be ready to mootany demand made for foodstuff. Enoughwhiskey and other liquors was boughtto meet the most extreme needs.The baskets of champagne worestacked up until the walls of the roomwere hidden from view. AH tho. winecoolers obtainable were brought intorequisition, and then tubs with crackedice were tilled with more bottle*. Thoboxes of expensive cigars wero opened,so that there should be. no delay in thoserving of them. When everythingwas ready. Norton felt satisfied.Listening to dry speeches or r.hoer-Ing good ones Is thirsty work at anytime. It is particularly so when yourhumor is boisterous. Those master
mechanics had their minds set on sky¬larking. Those of them who had not
been to Norton's room to try his stuff
had their thirsts slinrponed by tho
stories they had hoard from I he others.
A lot of them were afraid if they did

ft

not got in early they would not Know
whether -what they had heard was,true or false. They wanted to sample
tho good:-.
They wanted, too, to he In when the

supply gave out, so they could have
fun with the innocent man who had
been spreading such expensive stub'
before a lot of mechanics;
Out of the convention room they

swooped. When they got to the cor¬
ridor uomc of them began to run. Bytl»****iie the leaders reached the dooi
of Norton'.-; room the others were in
full chase. It was well .that Norton's
room was big. It was well, loo, thai
there was an outlet through the ad¬
joining room. Norton had waiters
ready. So soon ns the fir.«-t who ort
tered could make known their desires
they were served. Then they wer..
Baked to make way for others. Norton
worked like a Trojan. So did each ot
the waiters. The host was beaming,
lie lev tie visitors know thai he was
delighted to sc- the in'. It was Igood
of them to come to him in such num¬
ber. Why bad not they COme before'.'
They drank and they took cigars or
toolc a bite of something to eat. anil
made room for those behind who were
pressing to get up to the firing line.
The waiters poured and poured an«?

poured, >nd when they were tired
they handed glasses and bottles ovei
ti> the crowd and let them help them¬
selves. More baskets were opened.
More dozens of bottle.- were put deep
in the ice to cool:
.Outside those who had not been able

to get in wore becoming anxious in
the extreme. They bad some idea of
how those ahead were wadllttg into;
the stuff anil they feared a sudden
drying up or' the well from which the
bubbling supply was coming. They
struggled to get in. and when they
succeeded their fears, were banished.
There was a bottle for each ami every

one of thoni.two bottles, three hottlos, (
more If necessary. Soon every man
from the convention huil bairn served.
Then they had to begin all over again.
Byt th<' time they were wondering
when -Norton's stock would give out.
They had lirgun to appreciate that the
joke was not mi him and that they
were not going to lush him as they
httd proposed Maybe the champagne
had a good deal to do with the light
in which they now considered Nor-
loh Me had not appealed to them
particularly before. < >f course, some
of them had smoked with him and
had a drink w ith him ami had talked
about how well he had entertained
them, >">nt (his thing of having enough
bhamps.Rno on hand to drown tho
whole convention and enough cigars
of the fines! fpiality to supply over¬
man with all his pocket;-- would hold,
was a novelty. And he was not osten¬
tatious about it, either. Apparently
ho was delighted to have them and
only whs sorry thut there were not
more of them.
The men who had proposed the raid

on Norton and the ridiculing of him
after his supplies had been exhausted,
now slapped him on the back and. made
the announcement that Norton was a
good fellow Everybody agreed with
him and gave voice to the fact, Nor-

j ton hid his embarrassment by seeing
that his guests wanted for nothing.
Krom Mi tt time on there was no OjUcs-

j tioii of Norton's popularity with that
crowd.
The fate of n business house depends

sometimes on a single act. Norton's
injector might have succeeded even If
he had not made the saerltlco he 'did
ih.it. last day of Ihe'mastoV mechanics'
convention, hut It in doubtful. What is
certain, however, is thai the men who
swooped down upon him in a roystcr-ing spirll that meant a ridicule fully
as bad as host 11 It* left his room feel¬
ing he was a mighty good fellow.
What is certain also Is that from a
business standpoint Norton never had
reason regret the money lie spent
in that day's entertaining. The master
mechanics never forgot him or his in¬
jector. That accounts in part for the
wealth thai eame to Norton, and for
the fart that when the Internatlbn
Slenni Pump Company was formed the

Norton injector was one of the first tw
bo taken into the trust. «¦

(Copyright, 1911. by Ralchard Spll-
lane.)
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third of the series of plays which are
being1 given by the Dramatic Club of
the Southern Seminary, will be given
next Monday evening, at which timo
'The Widow" will bo presented.

11. II; Mill? spent several days in
Washington this week.

Mrs. A. C. Möhr and Miss Möhr, of
Chicago, are the guests of Mrs. W. 13.
PrlcharU.
Dr. Vokely. who has been attending

the Mardi Gras in New Orleans, re¬
turned home Sunday.
D. H, Hücker, .Ir., of Hampton, spent

tho week-end with his brother, A. M.
Rücke r.

Mrs. W. T. RaNton, who has been
spending some time hi Richmond, re¬
turned home Saturday.

C. D. Gra.ha.ni is spending several
days in Richmond.

Mrs. Frank High, of Roanoke, is the.
guest of her mother. Mrs. P. W. Brown.

Mrs. G. II. Bailie, of Canton. N. C.
who vr«3 called here by the illness and
death of her father. A. I-I. Thompson,
returned to her homo Tuesday.

M. I>. McKee and Dr. G. T. Divers
spanjj Weilnesday In Roanoke.

Eat and Get Thin
This is turning an ohi phrase face about,

pint modern matbod* of reducing fat hart
made thlf revision posslbl'-

If ynu ari- bvorf.it and also nverse to phy-slcal exertion, and likewise fond of tho table,and still want tn reduce your excess flesh
several pounds, do this: Go to your druggist(or write the Marmola Co.. tlOS Farm«r
Bldg., Detroit. Mich.) and Rive him lor .-¦.nil
thoiu i "5 cents, Kor this modest amount of
money ihe druggist f 11 put you in tlie w»yof satisfying your ambition for a nlco, trim,slim figure. He will hand you a large eass
of Marmola Prescription Tablets (com-
pounded In accordance with th<» famous Mar-
niola Prescription i. one of which you mini
Hike after each ino.il ami at hedtimo until
you begin to lose your fnt at tho rate of
13 rn H ounces n day. That Is nil, .luut go
on .>atlnA what you like, leave exercising
li) (lib athletes, hut take your little tablet
faithfully, and without a doubt that flabbyflesh will quickly tak* unto Itself wtngs.leaving behind ü -oar natural self, neatlyclothed In firm flesh and trim muscles.
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The Standard American Shortening

Superior in Quality. Economical in Price.
Healthful and Nourishing. Goes much

further, costs much less than
hog lard.
r Manufactured by

^The Southern Cotton Oil Go, Take^^^^fev New York Savannah New Orleans jj^f^rIn Tins ^llfe^ chic*8o ^^P^ Nothing
From Any Pro- ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ Bu* Genuine
eressive Dealer Examina Laltel


